
Before  t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - J u l y  17 ,  1968 

Appeal No. 9699 Alvin  P. O s t r o w ,  e t  a l ,  a p p e l l a n t s .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  unanimously,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order of  t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing  on 
J u l y  23, 1968. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Oct. 29, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  change a nonconforming 
u s e  from a t r a d e  s c h o o l  f o r  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Symphony 
O r c h e s t r a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  approx imate ly  5,000 s q u a r e  f e e t  on 
f i r s t  f l o o r  of  D o r c h e s t e r  House o r  i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  v a r i a n c e  
from t h e  u s e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  R-5-C D i s t r i c t  t o  pe rmi t  same 
a t  2480 - 1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  NW., Lot  813, Square  2572, be  g r a n t e d  
c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  a mul t i - f ami ly  d w e l l i n g  
known as Dorches te r  House. 

3 .  The p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p r o p e r t y  which i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  
t h i s  a p p e a l  has had a h i s t o r y  of n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  occupancy.  
Board of Zoning Adjustment Orders No. 1833 and 2016 e s t a b l i s h e d  
a trade s c h o o l  f o r  a n  o r i g i n a l  one y e a r  te rm and t h e r e a f t e r  
ex tended  such  t r a d e  s c h o o l  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  one y e a r  terms. 

4 .  The p r i o r  u s e  was nonconforming under  t h e  o l d  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s  and i s  nonconforming u s e  c u r r e n t  R e g u l a t i o n s .  
Board of  Zoning Adjustment Order No. 1833 a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Commerce 
and Technology. 

5 .  The u s e  and occupancy o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  as a trade 
s c h o o l  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  1949. Appe l l an t  a l l e g e s  t ha t  t h e  termi- 
n a t e d  u s e  was t h e  l a s t  u s e  of t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
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6 .  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy No. 113715 i s s u e d  J u l y  1 0 ,  
1947  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of  Commerce and Technology, 
I n c . ,  a s choo l  f o r  a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  and r e f r i g e r a t i o n  i s  con- 
t a i n e d  i n  BZA F i l e  No. 9699. 

7 .  No o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h i s  u se  w i l l  n o t  have a n  adve r se  
a f f e c t  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and f u t u r e  development of t h e  
neighborhood and w i l l  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impa i r  t h e  purpose ,  
i n t e n t ,  o r  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons  and Map. 

Th i s  Order s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fo l l owing  c o n d i t i o n :  

[a] No neon o r  ga s  tube  d i s p l a y s  s h a l l  be  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  o u t i s d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  no r  s h a l l  any such 
d i s p l a y s ,  i f  p l aced  i n s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  be 
v i s i b l e  from t h e  o u t s i d e .  

[b] Paragraph ( a )  of  BZA 1833 i s  amended t o  make t h e  
permiss ion  f o r  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  pe r iod .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

CHARLES E. MORGAN 
S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


